
Why doesnôt everybody have what they need to be 
happy?

Summary
In this activity students meet Mahder, who lives in Ethiopia. They ýnd out about 
Ethiopian culture using an interactive map, and/or play a mystery game where 
they interpret clues with photos to answer a series of questions about why school is so 
important to Mahder. 

You can then encourage students to speak up for children around the world who miss 
out on school by taking part in Join Up ï Send my Friend to School.

How to use the activities
The activities comprise of a starter, two main activities, a plenary, and extension. They 
could be taught together over a whole lesson or as discreet individual activities. You 
may wish to use the Starter Activity with Activity1 and ýnish with the Plenary. If you 
have more time you can do Activity 1 and Activity 2 and Plenary.

Learning Objectives
* To build empathy between young people in the UK and Africa by ýnding out about 
African childrenôs lives.
* To understand some of the barriers imposed by poverty on young peopleôs lives, both 
physical (environmental) and human (health, education and cultural)
* To understand why children in Africa may have difýcultly accessing school. 
* To ýnd out how Ethiopia is similar and different to the UK.
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PSHE/Citizenship Curriculum Links
Key Stage 2. For students:
* 2e, to reþect on spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues using imagination to 
understand other peopleôs experiences.
* 2h, to recognize the role of voluntary groups.
* 2j, to understand that resources can be allocated in different ways and that these 
economic choices affect individuals, communities and the sustainability of the 
environment.
* 4b, to think about the lives of people living in different places and people with different 
values and customs.
* 4f, that differences and similarities between people arise from different factors including: 
culture, religious, racial and gender.

Resources Needed
* Interactive Map of Ethiopia 
* Scraps of paper
* Mystery Cards
* Paper and colouring pencils
* Mahderôs ýlm clip






