Colin and Shaun voted out of Comic Relief's Fame Academy
-All girl final with Tara and Tricia competing for the Fame Academy

crown-

Colin was the first to be given the boot tonight, receiving the least number of votes from the public, leaving Tara, Shaun and Tricia to perform again for a place in the final.  

In the second vote of the night, a shocked Tara secured her place with

the highest public vote.   All 9 expelled students then returned to the

Academy to choose between Tricia and Shaun but in a final twist, with 4 votes each, it was Tara who had the final say, deciding to keep in fellow classmate Tricia. 

Commenting on the all girl result, Shaun said, "It's going to be a hell of a final, and I'll be there cheering them on!"

With a place in the Comic Relief Does Fame Academy Final at stake, the four finalists gave it their all in tonight's show.  

Tonight's performances saw the students sing


*
Colin Murray - Boys are back in town


*
Shaun Williamson - Chasing Cars 


*
Tricia Penrose - Too lost in you


*
Tara Palmer-Tomkinson - Penny Lane

After Colin was voted off, the remaining three sang their favourite from the series so far.  Shaun belted out Walking in Memphis, Tricia chose the Tina Turner epic What's love got to do with it? while Tara wowed the audience again with another sultry performance of These Boots are Made for walking. 

In addition to the solo acts the students paired up to sing duets. Colin and Tara were together again for Take That's classic Back For Good, while Tricia and Shaun teamed up for a beautiful rendition of Islands In the Stream.

And with the end in sight, the students seemed in a philosophical mood and looked back on what has been a fantastic journey.

"I miss Stubbsy, he would have won it if he hadn't got ill." - Colin

Tara saw the Fame Academy in a slightly different way; "Fame Academy is similar to rehab!" - Tara

In the BBC3 show, judge Craig Revel Horwood was challenged to sing 'I Am What I Am' - Headmaster Richard Park said he "showed promise".

So will it be Tricia or Tara that claims the Comic Relief Fame Academy Crown? 

The next instalment of Comic Relief Does Fame Academy is part of The Big One, From 7pm - Friday 16th March BBC ONE. 

For up to the minute news check out www.bbc.co.uk/fameacademy <http://www.bbc.co.uk/fameacademy>

-ends-

For more information and interview requests contact:

press@fameacademy.endemoluk.com
Penny Sims 07814 932 886  Penny.sims@fameacademy.endemoluk.com
Kate Conway 07967 223 114 Kate.conway@fameacademy.endemoluk.com
For photos please contact BBC Picture Publicity - pictures@bbc.co.uk

Notes to Editors:


*
Comic Relief Does Fame Academy is on daily from 7 March

until Red Nose Day March 16th. The show comes live from the Academy on BBC ONE, followed by the BBC3 show with all the behind the scenes gossip. There are also two daily doses of Comic Relief Does Fame Academy on CBBC. Press the red button to watch the students live in the Academy.


*
Vote for your favourite celebrity on the following

numbers:

09011 32 30 XX  or  text the student name to 84466


*
Tara Palmer Tomkinson - 09 


*
Tricia Penrose - 13 

Comic Relief Does Fame Academy phone votes cost 50p with at least 34p going to Comic Relief. Text votes cost 50p, plus your standard network charge, with at least 34p coming to the charity.


*
Watch the final of Comic Relief Does Fame Academy on

Comic Relief - The Big One from 7pm on BBC ONE on Red Nose Day March 16th 2007.


*
Comic Relief Does Fame Academy is a collaboration

between BBC ONE, Initial, an Endemol company and Comic Relief.

Comic Relief Does Fame Academy facts


*
Comic Relief Does Fame Academy 2005 raised more than £1m

through telephone and text voting. 


*
In 2003, actor Will Mellor became the very first winner

of Comic Relief Does Fame Academy, followed by Radio 1 DJ Edith Bowman, who won the final on Red Nose Day 2005. 


*
Adrian Edmondson, Al Murray, Christopher Colquhoun, Dawn

Steele, Debra Stephenson, Gina Yashere, Jon Culshaw, Jenny Éclair, Kim Medcalf, Konnie Huq, Nick Knowles and Reggie Yates took part in Comic Relief Does Fame Academy 2005 over 10 nights of live performance. 


*
In 2005, the British public bought 6.5 million red

noses. 


*
Since its launch in 1985, Comic Relief has raised more

than £425m.


*
This year's Celebrity Students are:


*
Angellica Bell (Presenter)


*
Colin Murray (Radio 1 DJ, TV Presenter)


*
Fred MacAulay (DJ/Broadcaster) 


*
Linda Robson (Actress)


*
Mel Geidroyc (Comedienne/Writer)


*
Miranda Hart(Comedy Actress)


*
Ray Stubbs (BBC Sports Presenter)


*
Rowland Rivron (Comedian/Presenter)


*
Shaun Williamson (Actor, Extras)


*
Tara Palmer-Tomkinson (Personality/TV Presenter)


*
Tim Vine (Comedian)


*
Tricia Penrose (Actress) 


*
Zoë Salmon (Blue Peter Presenter)


*
The BBC ONE show is presented by Patrick Kielty and

Claudia Winkleman. Dominic Wood and Sarah Cawood present the nightly

BBC3 show and Comic Relief Does Fame Academy on CBBC is presented by Jake Humphrey and Caroline Flack.


*
This year's judges are Craig Revel Horwood. Lesley

Garrett, and Richard Park. The teachers are David and Carrie Grant, choreographer Kevin Adams and personal tutor Jeremy Milnes.


*
BBC Interactive gives fans watching on digital

television the ultimate access to all the action from inside the Fame Academy from 7am - 1am every day, by pressing the red button. And this year, for the first time, digital viewers can press red during the main BBC One show to sing along with the contestants in our karaoke service.

The official website bbc.co.uk/rednoseday has video highlights from the Fame Academy, with a rolling news team covering events as they happen.


*
For some BIG ideas on how to get involved in Red Nose

Day '07 visit www.rednoseday.com.


*
Red Nose Day aims to tackle poverty and social injustice

in the UK and Africa. 40% of the money raised directly through Red Nose Day is allocated to work in the UK and 60% goes to work in Africa.


*
Comic Relief is registered with the charity commission

no. 326568.


*
To make a donation to Comic Relief, call 08457 910 910

(Calls cost no more than 4p per min from BT landlines. Other operator and mobile rates may vary).
